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Dear Members and Friends of UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma,

It’s January, and that means a time of newness for our church. We begin
2024 together with hope that our community can make a difference for
one another and those around us. Embrace this new beginning with us
and join in the ministries with us! We are Christ’s servants together!

Just as we turn a page on the calendar, the world needs a fresh start! The
world needs a new beginning. Imagine how differently things would
unfold if the world practiced forgiveness and let go of longstanding
hurts, prejudices, and malice based on past wrongs. Imagine how
differently things would unfold if grace and mercy were the operating
principles between nations and groups of people. Imagine if the bond of
our shared humanity were stronger than the bonds between people of
each individual nation or group. Imagine how differently our money,
time and energy could be spent in the world if we practiced more of the
spiritual principles we utilize in our individual lives in international
relations? Imagine what cooperation and care could do and how our
resources, both human and non-human, could be spent in such a world?

Friends, | pray for that every day. | pray that we might see every
situation in our own lives and in our national and international lives with
fresh eyes. | pray that we might not get stuck in seeing things only from
one perspective, but through dialogue, keep seeing more and more of the
picture of reality in each moment, something we best perceive in
community, not alone. May we never close our eyes except in rest and
prayer!

May God give you and your loved ones a fresh start in 2024 and may
God wrap loving arms around the world! I ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen!

In Christ’s Service,

Pastor Karen Burger
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Call the Disciples Sunday - -

Delight in God’s Works Sunday



Food Pantry

Opevv
Tuesday
Joawnuewy 2 & 16, 2024
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Food Pantry Donations Needed

Boxed Milk Paper Towels
Juice Facial Tissues
Canned Fruit Toilet Paper
Breakfast Cereal Tooth Paste
Soup Toothbrushes
Canned Tuna Shampoo
Tomato Sauce

Spaghetti

Macaroni & Cheese

Peanut Butter & Jelly
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Supermarket Gift Cards




Martha’s Place

Thrift Shop

631-981-9749

Hours:

Mondays
10 am - 2 pm

Tuesdays
10 am - 2 pm
Fridays
10 am - 2 pm

Saturdays
10 am - 2 pm

Welcome 2024!!!! We hope everyone had a joyous Christmas holiday, and we wish you
abundant blessings for the New Year. Our Thrift Shop will reopen after the holidays, on
Tuesday, January 2". As always, we will continue to serve our customers, community,
and those who are in need. That is the beauty of our Thrift Shop; to assist those who
need help in so many ways. Your donations of clean reusable winter clothing, coats,
footwear and housewares mean a great deal to those we serve.

A great big thank you to all who helped support our Christmas Sale. Your purchases
made the event an enormous success!

Our Valentine’s Day merchandise will be on the shelves shortly!

We are all looking forward to a new year of renewed service to our faithful customers
and community.

In God'’s service,

. Marilee Drlsgula and all volunteers
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These names are offered each month. It is an opportunity to
extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these
special days, and to express our thanks for the gift of their
presence in our midst.

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church
office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name.

1 Rex Enderlin

1 Bill Otto

Barbara Colucci
Harry Roseen
April Paul

Joyce McVeigh
Marilee Drisgula
Ralph Pearl

14 Diane June

15 Tracy Pearl

20 Marilyn Wilson
22 John Paynter

22 Amanda Graf

23 Jennie Olivotti

24 llona Torraca

26 Christine Paynter
26 Bill Paul

26 Richard Schoenemann
31 Jarrel Guerrero
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Please wotify the church office of any telephone number,
address or email address changes so that we may update
our files.

B
l
R
T
H
D
A
Y




Please email the Pastor at
revburger51@gmail.com
» for the link

Virtual Prayer Meeting

Every
Wednesday
8:00 AM

JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2024

1= PPER ROOM

WHERE THE WORLD MEETS TO PRAY

Come join us as we
discuss the Upper Room
reading for that Wednesday,
and continue our prayers for
those who are in need.

““% This is a wonderful way to

Sl focus on your
communication with God
and become closer to

» | members of your church

% family, as they share their

) thoughts, praises, petitions,
',:;, ‘l . prayers and faith.

The United Methodist Church Of Lake Ro

nkonkoma &. 74

Join us for our next
Book Discussion

#1 New York Tises Brstsiiiin AvtHor or THE NIGHTINGALE
RIS T LN Monday,
‘ January 8, 2024

::at 2:00 p.m. at the Church

We will be discussing

. “Winter Garden”
Winter Garden by

Kristin Hannah

From the author of the smash-hit bestseller Firefly Lane and True Colors comes Kristin Hannah's powerful, heartbreaking
novel that illuminates the intricate mother-daughter bond and explores the enduring links between the present and the past




Greetings from the Education Work Area,

Wishing all a Happy New Year! It is a time filled with
reflection and resolution. As we reflect on the Christmas
season and celebrate the story of the wise men bearing gifts
let us be filled with gratitude and resolve to bear our gifts to
the Lord.

We are proud of our children who presented a wonderful
Christmas pageant during our worship service on December 17.
Thank you to our amazing choir director, Heather Edwards-
Wilson for putting it all fogether!

We are proud of our Youth Group for their adopt a family
project. Thank you Wendy Duffy and Jennie Olivotti for
teaching our youth to reach out to others less fortunate.

Our Confirmation Class is growing. We are focusing on Sunday
attendance in church on the first of the month and in Sunday
School the other Sundays. We are grateful that Diane Hansen
has been able to join the Sunday class with Alyssa
Schoenemann. It is important that our Confirmands join
together and Sunday morning is the best time for this at this
point. Youth Group and class on Wednesday evening also
affords them this opportunity. The class is also busy fulfilling
their service commitments. It is our hope that they will have a
meaningful experience that helps them begin their lifelong
journey in faith.

We are grateful to have the opportunity to teach our children
and youth and provide programs that encourage them to serve
the Lord in a variety of ways.

Wishing all in our church family a blessed and Happy New
Year!

Sue Preddice
Education Chair



Youth in 6'*'- 12t Grades

Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:30
(Twice per month)

Meeting dates:

2024

January 101" and 24"
February 7" and 28%
March 6" and 20%
April 39 and 17t
May 8" and 22"
June 5t

Advisors:
Wendy Duffy and Jennie Olivotti




Please note!!!

The Office Hours have changed; the new hours are 9:30
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday.

REGULAR
OFFICE HOURS

(' CLOSEDEA[EY |
1[/]398 9:30 AM G (1 B 2:00 PM|

117148 9:30 Am B3 (| B 2:00 PM
1111/ 9:30 Am B3 [ B 2:00 PM
[ 9:30 Am G | B 2:00 PM
SAT. [T5]-T10-
SUN. [T -10-
— THANK YOU —
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y Chwistmas Coawol & Poelry Service
December 10, 2023

BRI

UMM Christmas Paaty
December 11, 2023

WUMed/M@thMCWd’vOfLa«ke/?onkonkOmw
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Christmas Pageant
December 17, 2023

The United Methodist Chuwrchy O




Chwistmas Eve Family Sevvice
December 24, 2023
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UNITED METHODIST

| FELLOWSHIP

7:30 AM

\ The United Methodist Church Of Lake Ronkonkoma

UNITED METHODIST

MEN

The United Methodist Men enjoyed a very tasty Christmas dinner
meeting at Uncle Joe's in Lake Grove. Much fellowship and camaraderie
was shared with stories abounding. We are ready for what God has in
store for our group in 2024 and wish all a happy and healthy New Year.

BTW, If anyone is in need of a notary, | am one and would be happy to
help our congregation.

Dennis Subbiondo
President UMM



UNITED METHODIST MEN

nJoy e of yougiehoice or'playsonesof ours.
Come, laligh, angdliiave fun. .
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Long Island East District
Anti-Racism Task Force
presents

AlsK
Day

Celeblalion

Smithtown UMC

230 Middle Country Road
Smithtown, NY 11787

Potluck Fellowship
Luncheon after the
service

Speaker:
Frederik K.
Brewington,
Esq.

For more info email:
wayne.redman@nyac-umc.com

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do
that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.”

— Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of Hope: The
Essential Writings and Speeches


https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037

God grant that right here in America'8

the high way; a way in which men will [iVegEslsElfs'er as brothers.

which the nations of the world will beat thegSsy c's into plowsh

their spears into pruning hooks. A way in whiCg&E

dignity and worth of all human persons. A way | \iallsh e

allow justice to run down like waters, and righteo USRS i

stream. A way in which men will do justly, love mercy*and

with God. A way in which men will be able to stand up, andYglfh& midst of
oppression, in the midst of darkness and agony, they will be able to stand
there and love their enemies, bless those persons who curse them, pray
for those individuals that spitefully use then. And this is the way they will
bring us once more into that society which we think of as the brotherhood
of man. This will be the day when white people, colored people, whether
they are brown or whether they are yellow or whether they are black, will
join together and stretch out their arms and be able to cry out:

“Free at last. Free at last. Great God almighty, we are free at last.”




G Medical Screening Saves Lives

Medical tests are not just for diagnosing disorders once symptoms
appear. Medical tests are used to screen for disorders before
symptoms appear. This leads to an early diagnosis and contributes
to an improved, better outcome which leads to healthier and longer
life span.

Comparing screening laboratory tests, such as, Complete Blood work
from year to year will help identify changes in your bodies function.
Many of these changes can be addressed early with satisfactory results.

Depending on your age, your doctor will yearly schedule a physical
examination, routine Blood and Urine tests, Skin Evaluation, Body Mass
Index, Blood Pressure Screening, Cardiac Evaluation, Eye Examinations,
review of your Immunizations, Screening for Depression, and Sexually
transmitted Diseases.

Other Screenings, such as, Colonoscopies, PSA for prostate cancer and
Mammograms and PAP Smears for women are a regular part of
preventative health care and are covered by insurance. While the list
sounds long it is not difficult.

| have the appropriate screenings each Fall when | receive my Flu Vaccine
and now my Covid Booster. | had been lucky with essentially normal
results. This past October 2023, my yearly mammogram identified a mass
in my right breast. A biopsy and pathology study identified an Invasive
Ductal Cancer. The mass was 4mm, which is very tiny and not palpable.
Because of my routine annual breast mammogram screening | had a
lumpectomy (cancer mass removal). | will need some radiation and
possibly hormonal treatment all of which are highly effective in preventing
a reoccurrence. My Screening (Mammogram) allowed an early detection of
the Cancer and definitely saved my life from a dangerous cancer.

If you are hesitant about being screened, remember that whatever is
changing in your body is progressing you are just not aware. So please
take a deep breath and make an appointment with your Physician to see
how you are doing in the health area. Your family and friends will be glad

that you are taking care of your health. felen Morley
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History Comes Alive

At The
United Methodist Church of Lake Ronkonkoma

Reverend Howard J. Clinebell Jr. was born June 3, 1922, in
Springfield, lllinois. The minister, counselor, educator, and author
served Lake Ronkonkoma as Pastor from 1947-1950.

Rev. Clinebell was a leading figure in the pastoral counseling
movement that began in the 1960s. He graduated from the
Garrett Theological Seminary in 1947 where he became
_interested in mental health; which led him to study
psychotherapy.

Clinebell and his wife Charlotte arrived in Lake Ronkonkoma by train on Saturday
December 6, 1947, and preached his first service the next day and found the
congregation to be very responsive and reassuring.

Rev. Clinebell was still a student at Union Divinity School and only came to Lake
Ronkonkoma on weekends. In December 1947, a snowstorm put down 27 inches
of snow. He left Manhattan by train and arrived in Lake Ronkonkoma 7 hours
later. With no ride available Clinebell walked from the LIRR station to the
Parsonage. The next day he preached to a congregation of 7 people.

Rev. Clinebell did not have a car so when he visited peoples homes he rode his
bicycle. Members of the congregation raised $1,200 and bought the pastor a car.
In the years of his service, he put more than 33,000 miles on the automobile.

To revitalize the youth of the church, Rev. Clinebell offered to hold a square dance
in the Parish Hall. While living in lllinois, Clinebell worked part time as a square
dance caller while his future wife played the piano. The Official Board agreed to
allow the Square Dance if it was “properly supervised.”

In May 1951, the Clinebells were reassigned to the Woodhaven Methodist
Church.

Reverend Clinebell returned to Ronkonkoma for the Consecration Service on
April 24, 1955, and read the Responsive Psalm. He also returned in 1956 for the
160™ Anniversary service where he was the main speaker.

Clinebell moved to Pasadena, California, in 1957 to work as a counselor and
minister. Among Clinebell's writings are Understanding and Counseling the
Alcoholic through Religion and Psychology, Basic Types of Pastoral Counseling
(1966; expanded edition titled Basic Types of Pastoral Care and Counseling, 1984),
and Counseling for Spiritually Empowered Wholeness: A Hope-centered Approach
(1995).

Clinebell died of complications from Parkinson's disease April 13, 2005, in Santa
Barbara, CA.
®
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. What was the name of Samuel's mother?
Hagar Dinah Hannah Elizabeth

. When God spoke to Samuel for the first time,
what did He tell him?

That Eli's wife would die That Eli would die
That Eli's sons would die

. How did all of Israel know that Samuel was established to be a
prophet of the Lord?

Eli the priest announced it to the people
The Lord let none of his words fall to the ground

. In the days of Samuel the prophet, what nation captured the
ark of the covenant?

Jebusites Moabites Philistines

. What did Samuel offer to the Lord for a bugnt offering while he
prayed for God to save Israel from the Philistines?

A yoke of oxen His only son
A sucking calf A sucking lamb

. What did Samuel do when the people had asked him to give'them
a king?
He prayed to the Lord . He spoke to a priest
He traveled to Gilgal

. When Samuel had poured the oil on Saul's head to aneint him, what
else did he do?

Prayed for him Tugged his beard Kissed him

. How long did Samuel judge Israel?
All the days of his life 40 years 30 years 20 years

. When Samuel died, where was he buried?

In the desert near Bethel under an oak tree
In his house at Ramah.

10. After Samuel died, how did Saul contact him?

Prayed to him Went to a witch Went into a trance
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Church ¢t Leaders

S

| was born in Texas and moved to

California with my family when |

was two. | attended St. Anselm's
A 1 Episcopal Church in Garden Grove
L\ california.

My wife Angel and | moved to
, Long Island in 2001 and joined the
United Methodist Church of Lake Ronkonkoma in 2003.

We chose the Methodist Church because of its emphasis
on the New Testament and Christ’s message of love,
compassion, community service and specifically because
of its welcoming and inclusive atmosphere. We felt a
sense of belonging and acceptance from the moment we
stepped through its doors. This powerful sense of
community within the church has provided Angel, Oliver
and | with a support system and network of like-minded
individuals who share our faith. Furthermore, our
church's commitment to outreach programs and
charitable initiatives allows us to actively contribute to
missions that positively impact our local community.
These factors combine to make our church a place where
we not only worship but also grow as individuals and as a
family, fostering a sense of spiritual fulfillment and
purpose in our lives.

Currently, | serve as the chair of the Technology and AV
Committee, Angel serves as treasurer of the United
Methodist Nursery School, and our son Oliver as the
youth representative to the Church Council. In my
current role, | am able to use my 30 years of
technological expertise to benefit the Church’s
audiovisual-computer projects and, with the help of the
other members of the committee, improve the reliability
and reach of our technological footprint.
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November: 12, 2023
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Soup Sunday IX
$ Cebru ary 11, 2024

(After Worship Service)
Choose Your Favorites
From Many
Delicious Varieties
On Sale

Pre-order & Take Home

Enjoy!

Sponsored by: The Missions, Evangelization & Nurture Committee

Satuwrday
Mavchv16, 2024

5:00 PM

Adulty & Youtiv $20.00
Childrenwunder 12 $17.00
Childrenw under 5  Free

Tockets ovailable ov: call (631) 588 -5856

e United Metihodist Chuwchv
of- Lake Ronkonkomwwat: 5 Corners’
792 Howking Avene, Lake Grove
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

January and February -- no meetings planned at this time.....
March 11 — meeting

May 20 — Tessa’s Tea Party
June 10 — Potluck dinner planning party (maybe)

SPRING RETREAT WILL BE APRIL 26, 27, 281!

Please turn in a $75 deposit now to save your spot for a
weekend on Shelter Island - Camp Quinipet.

Thanks,

Tessa Tom and Barb C.




Saturday March 23, 2024

9:30 AM

__‘4
The United Methodist Church of Lake Ronkonkoma
For more information call: (631) 588-5856

¥6 L0 Lo 48

Eatrideiimil s

INTERNATIONAL DINNER FUNDRAISER
Saturday, May 4, 2024 @ 5:00 p.m.

AT THE UNITED METHODIST CHRCH
OF LAKE RONKONKOMA

792 HAWKINS AVENUI
LAKE GROVE; NEW: YORK: 1 1755
PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF INTERNATIONAL DELIGHTS
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT THE UMCLR AND MISSIONS

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR!
$22.00 FOR ADULTS - $10.00 AGES 5-14 — UNDER 5 FREE

Includes: Dinner + Dessert + Beverage

For further information please call the Church Office at (631) 588-5856




Spring Festival & Elower Sale

United Methodist Church Of Lake’Ronkonkoma

-4, . v L “x C@(ngrs
' 792t‘l;lawl<m§Aveﬁue Lake Grove, NY

Satu’rday, May 11, g024
10:00 AM ‘.4.00

May 20, 2024
7PM

Please bring your
own cup!

W’ Methodist Church Oi % Ronkonkorme




Grand Ifall Quction -

september 14,2024
12 Noon

Viewing At 11:00 AM
Make An Offer At 9:00 AM

Hundreds of interesting items!

Bring a chair & a sense of adventure

Food & Beverages Available

United Methodist Church ﬂf Lake ﬁllll[(lllll(ﬂllla
792 Hawkins Avenue, Lake Grove (At5 Corners]

NN

Adults & Youth  $20.00
Children under 12 $17.00
Children under 5

- For Tickets Call The Church-.‘;



Christmas Jrestinnl 8! Sale

diniteopstiethooist ChntoEEesionkonkoni
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Wiood - Yenbors - Crafts - Jun
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Breakfast Wlth Santa|
Saturday 3

“November 30,2024 ’

%741 930AM "

L4

Pancakes - Bacon
Orange Juice - Apple Juice
Coffee (For the young at heart)




19 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the
interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples

2 and asked them,

“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

They answered,

“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”

“John’s baptism,” they replied.

4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.

He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is,
in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit
came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.

7 There were about twelve men in all.
Acts 19: 1-7




4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were
baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And
this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than |, the straps
of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 | baptize you
with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 At that time Jesus
came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just
as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven:

“You are my Son, whom | love; with you | am well pleased.”
Mark 1: 4-11




1 The boy Samuel mi BREll. In those days

the word of the Lor@ gVisions. 2 One night
Eli, whose eyes wel Id barely see, was
lying down in his ad not yet gone out,
and Samuel was|| ord, where the ark of
God was. 4 Then el answered, “Here | am.”
5And heranto B lalled me.” But Eli said,

“I did not call; go it and lay down. 6 Again
the Lord called, “S @nd went to Eli and said,
“Here | am; you ca ¥, “I did not call; go back and
lie down.” 7 Now Sa the Lord: The word of the Lord
had not yet been revealeth s meArthird time the Lord called,
“Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here | am; you
called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy.

9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say,

‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay down

in his place. 1 Samuel 3: 1-9




43 The next. " cided to leave for Galileg 'Fi‘nding Philip,

he said to him illow me.” 44 Philip, like Andréw and Peter, was from
the town of B da. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have
found the one S wrote about in the Law, and about whom the
prophets also ©€—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

46 ”Nazareth|:‘-?’an anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip. 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching,
he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered,

“I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.®
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are

the king of Israel.” 50 Jesus said, “You believe because | told you | saw
you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then
added, “Very truly | tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of

God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man. iohn 154351




1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to

the great city of Nineveh and p#@claim to it the message | give you.”

3 Jonah obeyed the word of Qord and went to Nineveh.

Now Nineveh was a very large€ity; it took three days to go through i

4 Jonah began by going a day§ journey into the city, proclaiming

“Forty more days and Ninev@h will be overthrown.” 5 The Niné\ .
believed God. A fast was pf@€laimed, and all of them, from the gréatest
to the least, put on sackcloth®

10 When God saw what theydid and how they turned from their evil
ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction

he had threatened.
Jonah 3: 1-5 & 10




14 After John was put in prise
he good news of God. 15 “TF
“The kingdom of God has corr
6 As Jesus walked beside tf
orother Andrew casting a né
.7 “Come, follow me,” Je
eople.” 18 At once they le
9 When he had gone a little
nd his brother John in a bo:
he called them, and they left
‘ red men and followed him:
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1 In the Lord | take refuge. How then can you sayt
“Flee like a bird to your mountain.

2 For look, the wicked bend their bows;

they set their arrows against the strings to shoot from the shadows
at the upright in heart.

3 When the foundations are being destroyed,

what can the righteous do?”

4 The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord is on his heavenly throne.
He observes everyone on earth;

his eyes examine them.

5 The Lord examines the righteous, but the wicked,

those who love violence, he hates with a passion.

6 On the wicked he will rain fiery coals and burning sulfur;

a scorching wind will be their lot.

7 For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice;

the upright will see his face. Psalm 11




21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went
into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at
his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as
the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was
possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us,
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you are—
the Holy One of God!” 25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus. “Come out of him!”

26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a
shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other,
“What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even gives orders
to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly
over the whole region of Galilee.
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1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We

saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When
King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with
him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests

| and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to
be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what
the prophet has written:

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israe

|H

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them
the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to
| Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon =
as you find him, report to me, so that | too may go and worship |
' him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and
|| the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it
! stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having
been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned

to their country by another route.
Matthew 2: 1-12




Prayer For The Future

Dear Heavenly Father,

As we face the unknown of the future,
we are comforted knowing You quide our
path. Bestow upon us wisdom for the
challenges ahead and strengthen our
bonds of family and faith.

We pray for global unity, and leaders
who act with compassion. Protect our
loved ones and rekindle the church's
passion for the Gospel.

Amidst life's uncertainties, our hope
remains steadfast in You. As we journey
into tomorrow, we trust in Your divine
plan.

In Jesus' name, Amen. ’m\
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