
  

 

January 2024 Printed Color Copy:  $2.00 Donation 
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631-588-5856 
 

www.umclr.com 
 

Church Office Hours  
Tuesday - Friday 
9 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 
Nursery School  

631-467-9601 
 

Thrift Shop  
631-981-9749 

 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Karen A. Burger,  
Pastor 
 
Filomena Thomas, 
Nursery School Director 
 
Abby Preziosi, 
Administrative 
Assistant 
 
Dr. Rex Enderlin, 
Choir Director 
 
Heather Edwards-
Wilson, 
Youth Choir Director & 
Organist 
 
 

 
 



 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 

 
The New York Annual 
Conference through 
the grace of God 
embodies the beloved 
community of hope, 
building  
up a healthy body  
of Christ, with  
heart-warmed  
United Methodists  
in mission for the 
transformation of the 
world. 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 
OF THE NY ANNUAL 

CONFERENCE 
 

We strive to share 
God’s love by creating 
safe places where all 
are accepted and 
welcomed, connecting 
the needs of people 
to the presence of 
God, and transforming 
the world through 
Christ. 

 

VISION STATEMENT 
OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 
OF LAKE 

RONKONKOMA 

We are the church  
at Five Corners 
spreading the  
“Light of Christ” from 
ourselves to  
the community and 
the world. 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Members and Friends of UMC of Lake Ronkonkoma, 

It’s January, and that means a time of newness for our church. We begin 

2024 together with hope that our community can make a difference for 

one another and those around us. Embrace this new beginning with us 

and join in the ministries with us! We are Christ’s servants together! 

 

Just as we turn a page on the calendar, the world needs a fresh start! The 

world needs a new beginning. Imagine how differently things would 

unfold if the world practiced forgiveness and let go of longstanding 

hurts, prejudices, and malice based on past wrongs. Imagine how 

differently things would unfold if grace and mercy were the operating 

principles between nations and groups of people. Imagine if the bond of 

our shared humanity were stronger than the bonds between people of 

each individual nation or group. Imagine how differently our money, 

time and energy could be spent in the world if we practiced more of the 

spiritual principles we utilize in our individual lives in international 

relations? Imagine what cooperation and care could do and how our 

resources, both human and non-human, could be spent in such a world?  

 

Friends, I pray for that every day. I pray that we might see every 

situation in our own lives and in our national and international lives with 

fresh eyes. I pray that we might not get stuck in seeing things only from 

one perspective, but through dialogue, keep seeing more and more of the 

picture of reality in each moment, something we best perceive in 

community, not alone. May we never close our eyes except in rest and 

prayer!   

 

May God give you and your loved ones a fresh start in 2024 and may 

God wrap loving arms around the world! I ask in Jesus’ Name. Amen! 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

 
 

Pastor Karen Burger 

 



 

 

Lections 
 
 

January 7 
Epiphany Sunday 

Baptism of the Lord 
 

Isa 60:1-6 

Ps 72:1-7, 10-14 

(UMH 795)  

Eph 3:1-12 

Matt 2:1-12 

 
 

January 14 
2nd Sunday after 

The Epiphany 
 

1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20) 

Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 

(UMH 854)  

1 Cor 6:12-20 

John 1:43-51 

 
 

January 21 
3rd Sunday after 

The Epiphany 
 

Jon 3:1-5, 10 

Ps 62:5-12 (UMH 787)  

1 Cor 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20 

 
 

January 28 
4th Sunday after 
The Epiphany 

 
Deut 18:15-20 

PS 111 (UMH 832) 
1 Cor 8:1-13 
Mark 1:21-28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ongoing Missions: 
 

 

The Food Pantry  
is open on the  

1st  & 3rd Tuesday  
of the month  

(except holidays) 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm 
 

 

 
 
 

Support Groups: 
 

Narcotics Anonymous  
Mondays - 7:00 pm  

Thursdays -7:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall 

 
Alcoholics Anonymous 

Tuesdays – 6:30 &  

8:30 p.m. 

Fridays – 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Please call our  
church office at  

631-588-5856 for 
further information. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

       
 

 



 
 

Martha’s Place  
 

Thrift Shop 
 

631-981-9749 
 
 

Hours: 
 

Mondays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Tuesdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
 

Fridays 
10 am – 2 pm 

 
Saturdays 

10 am – 2 pm 
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These names are offered each month.  It is an opportunity to 
extend to our friends and loved ones the love of Christ on these 
special days, and to express our thanks for the gift of their 
presence in our midst. 
 

If you would like to be on our birthday list, please call the church 
office at (631) 588-5856 and we will gladly add your name. 

 

    1   Rex Enderlin 

    1   Bill Otto 

    2   Barbara Colucci 

    3   Harry Roseen 

    5   April Paul 

    7   Joyce McVeigh 

    8   Marilee Drisgula 

    9   Ralph Pearl 

   14  Diane June 

   15  Tracy Pearl 

   20  Marilyn Wilson 

   22  John Paynter 

   22  Amanda Graf 

   23  Jennie Olivotti 

   24  Ilona Torraca 

   26  Christine Paynter 

   26  Bill Paul 

   26  Richard Schoenemann 

   31  Jarrel Guerrero 

 

       
 

 
Please notify the church office of any telephone number, 

address or email address changes so that we may update 

our files.   
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Greetings from the Education Work Area, 
 

Wishing all a Happy New Year! It is a time filled with 

reflection and resolution.  As we reflect on the Christmas 

season and celebrate the story of the wise men bearing gifts 

let us be filled with gratitude and resolve to bear our gifts to 

the Lord.   
 

We are proud of our children who presented a wonderful 

Christmas pageant during our worship service on December 17. 

Thank you to our amazing choir director, Heather Edwards-

Wilson for putting it all together!  
 

We are proud of our Youth Group for their adopt a family 

project. Thank you Wendy Duffy and Jennie Olivotti for 

teaching our youth to reach out to others less fortunate.   
 

Our Confirmation Class is growing.  We are focusing on Sunday 

attendance in church on the first of the month and in Sunday 

School the other Sundays. We are grateful that Diane Hansen 

has been able to join the Sunday class with Alyssa 

Schoenemann. It is important that our Confirmands join 

together and Sunday morning is the best time for this at this 

point. Youth Group and class on Wednesday evening also 

affords them this opportunity. The class is also busy fulfilling 

their service commitments. It is our hope that they will have a 

meaningful experience that helps them begin their lifelong 

journey in faith.  
 

We are grateful to have the opportunity to teach our children 

and youth and provide programs that encourage them to serve 

the Lord in a variety of ways.  

 

Wishing all in our church family a blessed and Happy New 

Year! 

 

Sue Preddice 

Education Chair 
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Please note!!! 
 

The Office Hours have changed; the new hours are 9:30 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday. 

 
 

 
 

       
 



 
G 
O 
O 
D 
 

N 
E 
W 
S 
 
 

 
 

       
 

 



 
 

S 
P 
E 
C 
I 
A 
L 
 

T 
I 

M 
E 
S 

 

       
 

 



 

P 
A 
R 
T 
Y 
 

T 
I 

M 
E 

 

       
 

 



 

G 
O 
O 
D 
 

N 
E 
W 
S 
 

 

       
 

 



 
C 
H 
U 
R 
C 
H 
 

F 
A 
M 
I 
L 
Y 

 

       
 

 



 
 

U 
M 
M 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
The United Methodist Men enjoyed a very tasty Christmas dinner 

meeting at Uncle Joe's in Lake Grove.  Much fellowship and camaraderie 

was shared with stories abounding. We are ready for what God has in 

store for our group in 2024 and wish all a happy and healthy New Year. 

       

BTW, If anyone is in need of a notary, I am one and would be happy to 

help our congregation. 
 

 

Dennis Subbiondo 

President UMM 
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“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” 

 
― Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of Hope: The 

Essential Writings and Speeches 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/52037
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 
 

January and February -- no meetings planned at this time..... 

March 11 – meeting 

May 20 – Tessa’s Tea Party 

June 10 – Potluck dinner planning party (maybe) 
 

SPRING RETREAT WILL BE APRIL 26, 27, 28!!!! 
 

Please turn in a $75 deposit now to save your spot for a 

weekend on Shelter Island - Camp Quinipet. 

 

Thanks,  

 

Tessa Tom and Barb C. 
 

 

 



 

C 
O 
M 
I 

N 
G 

 
 

 
 

 



 
S 
P 
R 
I 

N 
G 

 

 

 
 



 
 

F 
A 
L 
L 
 

 

 
 

 



 
W 
I 

N 
T 
E 
R 

 
 

 

 
 



 
A 
C 
T 
S 
 
 



 
M 
A 
R 
K 
 
 



 
1 
 
S 
A 
M 
U 
E 
L 
 
 

    



 
 

J 
O 
H 
N 
 
  

 



 
J 
O 
N 
A 
H 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
M 
A 
R 
K 
 

 



 

P 

S 

A 

L 

M 

 

1 

1 
 



 

M 
A 
R 
K 
 
 

 



 

M 

A 

T 

T 

H 

E 

W 

 
 



 
 

 

2 
0 
2 
4 
 

 



 

 


